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OPINION 1623 

Risomurex Olsson & McGinty, 1958 (Mollusca, Gastropoda): Ricinula 
deformis Reeve, 1846 designated as the type species 

Ruling 

(1) Under the plenary powers all previous fixations of type species for the nominal 
genus Risomurex Olsson & McGinty, 1958 are hereby set aside and Ricinula deformis 
Reeve, 1846 is designated as the type species. 

(2) The name Risomurex Olsson & McGinty, 1958 (gender: masculine), type species 
by designation under the plenary powers in (1) above Ricinula deformis Reeve, 1846, is 
hereby placed on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology. 

(3) The name deformis Reeve, 1846, as published in the binomen Ricinula deformis 
(specific name of the type species of Risomurex Olsson & McGinty, 1958), is hereby 
placed on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology. 

History of Case 2507 

An application to designate Risomurex mosquitensis Kemperman & Coomans, 1984 
as the type species of Risomurex Olsson & McGinty, 1958, in place of the misidentified 
"Engina schrammi Crosse, 1863’, was received from Drs Th. C.H. Kemperman & 
H.E. Coomans (Instituut voor Taxonomische Zoologie, Amsterdam, The Netherlands) 
on 4 February 1985. After correspondence the case was published in BZN 43: 191-192 
(July 1986). Notice of the case was sent to appropriate journals. 

Copies of a comment by Drs E.H. Vokes ( Tulane University, New Orleans, U.S.A.) & 
R. Houart (Institut Royal des Sciences Naturelles, Brussels, Belgium ), in which a 
modification to the solution of the problem was proposed, were sent to the authors of 
the application in 1986 and again in 1987. The authors did not reply and the comment 
was eventually published in BZN 46: 187 (September 1989); copies were sent to the 
applicants but again there was no reply. 

Vokes & Houart considered that Kemperman & Coomans’s (1984) species Risomurex 
mosquitensis had been described much earlier by Reeve (1846, Ricinula , pi. 6, fig. 44, 
text) as Ricinula deformis. Vokes & Houart therefore proposed that Ricinula deformis 
Reeve, 1846, the species described as ‘ Engina schrammi ’ by Olsson & McGinty (1958) 
and a senior subjective synonym of Risomurex mosquitensis , should be designated the 
type species of Risomurex , in accord with their 1986 revision of the genus (see BZN 46: 
187). The holotype of deformis , no. 1968472 in the Natural History Museum, London, 
was illustrated by Reeve (1846, pi. 6, fig. 44) and by Vokes & Houart (1986, pi. 2, fig. 1 
(incorrectly cited as specimen no. 196872)). 

It was noted on the voting paper that although Engina schrammi Crosse, 1863, the 
nominal type species of Risomurex , is included in the genus, neither the original authors 
nor Vokes & Houart (1968, p. 68; BZN 46: 187) considered this nominal species to be 
taxonomically suitable as the type. Vokes & Houart also said that E. schrammi is a 
junior subjective synonym of Ricinula rosea Reeve, 1846, and is represented only by the 
holotype. 

Two alternatives were offered for voting: proposal B, the original proposals by 
Kemperman & Coomans (BZN 43: 191-192), and proposal C, the designation of 
Ricinula deformis Reeve, 1846 as the type species of Risomurex as in the revised 
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proposals by Vokes & Houart (BZN 46: 187). Both B and C involved the use of the 
plenary powers and agreement for this was sought in proposal A. Commissioners were 
invited to record a preference for B or C even if voting against A. 

Decision of the Commission 

On 1 September 1990 the members of the Commission were invited to vote. At the 
close of the voting period on 1 December 1990 the votes were as follows: 

Proposal A. Affirmative votes — 25: Bayer, Bock, Cocks, Corliss, Dupuis, Hahn, 
Heppell, Kabata, Kraus, Lehtinen, Macpherson, Mahnert, Martins de Souza, Minelli, 
Mroczkowski, Nielsen, Nye, Ride, Savage, Schuster, Starobogatov, Thompson, 
Trjapitzin, Ueno, Willink 

Negative votes — 2: Cogger and Holthuis. 

Proposal B— 1: Kabata. 

Proposal C — 24: Bayer, Bock, Cocks, Cogger, Corliss, Dupuis, Hahn, Heppell, 
Holthuis, Kraus, Lehtinen, Macpherson, Mahnert, Martins de Souza, Minelli, 
Mroczkowski, Nielsen, Nye, Ride, Savage, Schuster, Thompson, Trjapitzin, Ueno, 
Willink. 

No votes were received from Halvorsen. 

No vote for proposal B or C was received from Starobogatov. 

Voting against proposal A, Cogger commented: ‘Different specialists disagree on the 
status or subjective synonymy of Enginci schrammi Crosse, 1863, and as neither pro¬ 
posal B or C addresses the issues of stability or universality, replacement of the nominal 
type species is unwarranted’, and Holthuis noted: ‘ Engina schrammi is a species of the 
genus Risomurex , and since its holotype is extant there seems to be no good reason 
for the use of the plenary powers to make a different nominal species the type of the 
genus’. Voting for the designation of Ricinula deformis as the type species, Thompson 
commented: Tf mosquitensis is a junior synonym of deformis and deformis corresponds 
to the species that Olsson & McGinty based their genus on, then it should be designated 
the type. Why burden users with another synonymy?’. 

Original references 

The following are the original references to the names placed on Official Lists by the ruling 
given in the present Opinion: 

deformis , Risomurex , Reeve, 1846, Conchologia iconica: or, illustrations of the shells of molluscous 
animals , Ricinula , pi. 6, fig. 44, text. 

Risomurex Olsson & McGinty, 1958, Bulletin of American Paleontology , 39(177): 40. 


